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After years of faithful service to th e University,
sevent een of them as head of th e Department of
Architecture, John J. Heimri ch hands th e chairmanship over to Thomas Reed Vreeland, Jr. Mr.
Vreeland, age 40, marri ed , fath er of two children,
graduat e of Yale Univ ersity, comes to Albuquerque
from the position of Assistant Professor, Dep artment
of Architecture, University of Penn sylvani a and
from activ e pra ctic e as head of his own office in
Philadelphia. Prior to ente ring Yale, Mr. Vreeland
serv ed three years in th e Paratroops from which he
emerged as a First Lieutenant. In addition to his
Yale studies, he spent one year painting at th e
Ecol e des Beaux Arts in Paris and one year at the
Sorbonne, Paris , studying French Literature.
In his final year at Yale, Mr. Vreeland cam e
und er th e influ ence of th e nationallv-known architect, Louis Kahn , who was then teaching at Yale.
Upon graduation, he went to work in Louis Kahn 's
office in Philadelphia. "These were exciting years,"
says "Tim" Vreeland. Whil e associated with th e
Kahn office, he worked on the Trenton Jewish
Community Cent er, th e Richards Medical Laboratory and Biology Building ( both for the University
of Pennsylvania ), the Rochester Unitarian Church,
and the Salk Hesearch Center in San Diego , California. "Kahn has been th e dominant influence on
my thinking to date," Mr. Vreeland said.
In partnership with Frank Schlesing er, Mr.
Vreeland's first individual commi ssion was for th e
Ritt enhouse Swim Club in 1960, ( Figure 1 ). Lat er
they did the Beachcomber Swim Club for a sub-

Thomas Reed Vreeland, Jr.
urban Philadelphia site. Their last joint commission
was the Th erapeutic Research Laboratory for Pennsylvania University, which is now und er construction . Mr. Vreeland also did a number of private
resid ences and oversaw th e restoration of an 1824
house on Societ y Hill , Philadelphia. He is cur rently
engaged in completing a major downtown planning
concept for Camden, ew Jersey under th e Urban
Renewal Program.
In addition to th ese commissions, "Tim" Vreeland has taken part in a number of architectural
competitions. Working with Romaldo Giurgola and
Ehrman Mitchell, he won second plac e in th e important Boston City Hall Competition in 1962, for
which th e competitors received considerable national publicity ( F igure 2 ). Th e following year th ey entered th e Tel Aviv-Yafo Town Planning Competi-

I. Rittenhouse Swim Club. Built out of
concrete block and pre-cast concrete
in one conti nuous piece, building s,
pool and decks are all int egral.
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tion. A thir d p roject , th e Coo pe rs Point-Pyne eig hborhood Compe tition for Ca mde n, ew Jersey, was
won in coope ra tion with Oscar Newma n. As Vreeland explains, "I have particip at ed in a lar ge num ber of compe titions in th e last ten yea rs. I have
enjoyed everyone of them in spite of th e toll in
money and time which one inevita b ly pays. I believe com pe titions are in inva luable part of an architect's expe rience and developm ent in whic h he
pits him self against th e best talents, nationally or
eve n int ern ationally, on a complete ly eq ua l basis.
Nothing has pulled th e work of the Phil ad elphia
a rchitec ts int o the wo rld picture as much as th e
high nu mb er of winn ers and near -winn er s that they
have produced over th e past ten yea rs in local, nationa l an d int ernati onal compe titions . It is my earnest hop e th at , incr easingly, Albu qu er qu e architec ts
and th eir buildings will becom e engaged in na tion al compe titions."
Mr. Vree lan d exp lains that his experience in
a rch itec ture and planning "has been a concen trated
ur ban one , sha pe d lar gely by the trad itional an d
the con tem porary forces a t work in Philad elphia. I
have been involved first hand in th e red evelopment pro cess of a major cit y. I have witnessed th e
failures and the successes of this process and I
have come away convince d th at th e pro cess is
necessary. In fac t, it is the on ly one th at ca n do
th e job nee de d to insure the survival of our major
b uilt-up areas. Wh en we ll-administe red, as it was
in several outstanding insta nces in Ph ilad elphia,
it results in a supe rior and highl y consistent architectural and social ambiance; this is almost impossibl e to achi eve in any oth er way. "
"T he reconstruction of our cities," Mr. Vree-

2. Boston City Hall .

land goes on to say , "is clea rly onl y half of th e
problem. Vast ar eas of th e world awa it development and coloniza tion by future populations. Our
new settlem ents need to be design ed along lines
very differ ent from those molded by ea rlier traditions in orde r to acco mmo da te the new, eme rging
patterns of presen t an d fut ur e living . A ne w rational occu pa tion of raw land mus t be found which
will best serve the need s of future socie ties, if we
ar c to avo id the whol esale exploitation and despoiling of th e natural landscape. New Mexico is
a supe rb test case, and it is my int ention to orient
th e Dep artment of Architecture towards the study
of this wo rld-wi de probl em.
"T his study will be th e concern parti cul arl y
of the lat er yea rs in Architec ture and will eve ntua lly
lead to th e establishment of a gradua te program in
land planning and development. Meanwhile, I want
to int ensify the ar chitectural training in th e earlier
yea rs in orde r to esta b lish a commonly-he ld, princip led an d ra tional approach, to design problems,
from th e design of the ind ividual hou se up throu gh
the inc reas ing ly com plex probl ems of lar ge buildings, grou ps of buildings, sec tors of cities and cities
themselves."
Th e ed itors of NMA wish Thomas Heed Vreeland , Jr. , and the Dep artment of Architecture all
the success that it is possibl e to attain. We expec t
th at Mr. Vree land and his stude nts will become an
exci ting an d compe lling force in th e d evelop ment
of a rchi tecture and city plannin g in th e Southwest.
We look forw ard to bein g pu shed and pull ed into
new a reas of thinking, and to b ein g challenged into
producing a better environme nt for ours elves and
our successors.
- Th e Edito rs
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Serving Southwestern New Mexico
and EI Paso with

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials

Hollow Metal Doors and Frames
Wood and Plas tic Folding Doors
Com me rcial Hardware
R einforcing and Fabricated Steel
R esidential and Com mercial Steel and Aluminum Windo ws

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

E I Pa so

Roswell

P. O. Box 1633

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
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532·9695
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Las Cr uces
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Members of New Mexico Concrete Masonry Assn. and National Concrete Masonry Assn.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION STORE FIXTURES
MANUFACTURERS
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